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REMARKS 

Applicant thanks the Examiner for the careful consideration given the application. 
Applicant notes as an initial matter that the Office action mailed April 30. 2004 is indicated as a 
Final Rejection. However, this Office action was in response to applicant's RCE which was filed 
on January 15, 2004, which substantially amended the claims. Since the April 30, 2004 Office 
action was the first Office action directed to the RCE, it should have been non-final, not final. 
Accordingly, applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner withdraw the finality of the April 
30, 2004 Office action. 

Turning now to the merits, the claims are now being amended to more clearly define the 
present invention. On April 6, 2004. Applicants' counsel conducted a telephone interview with 
Examiner Dicus along with SPE Cynthia Kelly. During the interview the amended claims which 
are now presented were discussed, along with the Declaration which Is now attached hereto 
(both of which were in draft form during the interview). During the interview Examiners Kelly 
and Dicus agreed that the claims as now presented defined over the art of record. However, 
the Examiners stated that further searching would be required. (Applicant notes with 
appreciation the recent Interview Summary which states "The Office agrees that the proposed 
claims would define over the prior art and will await the amended claims.") As mentioned 
above, attached hereto in executed form is the Declaration which was presented in draft form at 
the telephone interview. The Declaration is self-explanatory, and clearly demonstrates that the 
results of the present invention are both surprising and unexpected. Specifically, it was shown 
that, surprisingly and unexpectedly, the addition of a small amount of aluminum powder to a 
large amount of a conventional white pigment dramatically increased the hiding power of an 
opaque layer according to the present invention. It was shown that, surprisingly and 
unexpectedly, the addition of a small amount of aluminum powder turned an opaque layer from 
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one that could not hide an underlying image into one that could successfully and effectively hide 
an underlying image. 

In view of the foregoing, including the Examiners statements that the claims as now 
presented define over the art of record, it is believed that the claims as now presented are in 
condition for allowance, which is respectfully requested. 

Applicant is also enclosing extra copies of the Form 1449s previously filed on February 
22, 2002 and December 12, 2003 and requests that they be initialled and returned with the next 
communication. 

If there are any fees resulting from this communication, please charge the said fees to 
our Deposit Account No. 16-0820, Order No. 34434. 



Respectfully submitted, 



PEARNE & GORDON LLP 




John P. Murtaugh. Reg. No. 34226 



1801 East 9 th Street 
Suite 1200 

Cleveland, Ohio 441 14-3108 
(216) 579-1700 
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Examiner; 



Date Considered 



*Exarniner: 



Initial if refe rence considered, regardless of whether cicaiiofl Is 111 contfjnnnnce with. MPEP 609; Draw line through 
citation if noi in conform apce mid not considered. Include copy of this form with next commumcaiJon to applicant 
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